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FLOWER FARMER a field of
yarrow is inspected by Scotia
Seeds' Giles Laverack

WITH THE growing interest in now converted to nursery use are tfl
native woodland flora and wild located ideally in the centre of the gr
flowermeadows,ScotiaSeedswas land.
establishedback in 1995to supply The current interest in species
this growing market with native richgrasslandsandnativewoodland
Scottish wild flower seeds. florabeganabout30yearsagowhen
Woodland architect, Eamonn Wellsand Frost,from the NCC, in
Wall, recently visited the nursery England, were seeking to expand
to learn about the growing of diversegrasslandhabitatsandwere
flower seeds. investigating ways of harvesting

ScotiaSeedsoccupies a 50-acre seedfrom existinghabitats.
sitejust southof Brechin,inAngus. Interest in wild flower
The fIrmdatesback to 1995,when communitieswas also growing at
the ownerfIrstgaveuphis full time that time among conservationists
job as a lectureron theMSc course andtwofIrmsinEastAngliabecame
in seed technology at Edinburgh pioneersin the productionof wild
University. flowerseed.

This expertise, combined with Initiallyharvestingfromexisting
whathe sawas a gapin thegrowing meadows, they soon learned that
market.plare i&Seot!mul-and-his-this-nwthoo-IH:ve.. gathered. a,.--(;(
interest in nature conservation, representativemixture of the crop S(
encouragedGilesLaverack(anative dueto differentripeningperiodsof si(
of St Andrews) to set up his own the variousplantsin the crop. th
wildflowernursery. The seed quality was not good, ac

To begin with, he split his time with poor germination,low purity 1=
between gathering/sowing wild due to high quantitiesof non-seed
flowers with overseas consultancy vegetation and insects! Growing th
assignments. As the business pure crops of individual species
gathered apace he managed to proved a much better system
purchase the arable farm near allowing each species to be
Brechin, which is now fully harvestedatjust therighttime.This
converted to wildflower crops systemwasa directdevelopmentof
including some new woodlands, horticulturalseedproduction.
hedging,pondand a demonstration Until recently,most UK grown
wild flowermeadow. wild flower seed originated from

This once windswept one-fIeld collections in the South-east of
farm is now a haven for wildlife, England and from imports. The
withmanybirdsvisitingthenursery problemwithimportsare threefold,
attracted by the sheer quantity of the seed couldbe from non-native
wild flowers. A low rainfall of plants, even if from native plants
670mmandwarmsummersmakeit the seed is obviously not of UK
a good locationfor the nursery. origin and some seed could be an

Theoldfarmbuildingswhichare agriculturalcultivarsuchasbirdsfoot
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