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FLOWER FARMER a field of
yarrow is inspected by Scotia
Seeds' Giles Laverack

WITH THE growing interest in
native woodland flora and wild
flower meadows, Scotia Seeds was
established back in 1995 to supply
this growing market with native
Scottish wild flower seeds.
Woodland architect, Eamonn
‘Wall, recently visited the nursery
to learn about the growing of
flower seeds.

Scotia Seeds occupies a 50-acre
site just south of Brechin, in Angus.
The firm dates back to 1995, when
the owner first gave up his full time
job as a lecturer on the MSc course
in seed technology at Edinburgh
University.

This expertise, combined with
what he saw as a gap in the growing
market place in Scotland-and his
interest in nature conservation,
encouraged Giles Laverack (a native
of St Andrews) to set up his own
wildflower nursery.

To begin with, he split his time
between gathering/sowing wild
flowers with overseas consultancy
assignments. As the business
gathered apace he managed to
purchase the arable farm near
Brechin, which is now fully
converted to wildflower crops
including some new woodlands,
hedging, pond and a demonstration
wild flower meadow.

This once windswept one-field
farm is now a haven for wildlife,
with many birds visiting the nursery
attracted by the sheer quantity of
wild flowers. A low rainfall of
670mm and warm summers make it
a good location for the nursery.

The old farm buildings which are

now converted to nursery use are
located ideally in the centre of the
land.

The current interest in species
rich grasslands and native woodland
flora began about 30 years ago when
Wells and Frost, from the NCC, in
England, were seeking to expand
diverse grassland habitats and were
investigating ways of harvesting
seed from existing habitats.

Interest in wild flower
communities was also growing at
that time among conservationists
and two firms in East Anglia became
pioneers in the production of wild
flower seed.

Initially harvesting from existing
meadows, they soon learned that
this- method never gathered a
representative mixture of the crop
due to different ripening periods of
the various plants in the crop.

The seed quality was not good,
with poor germination, low purity
due to high quantities of non-seed
vegetation and insects! Growing
pure crops of individual species
proved a much better system
allowing each species to be
harvested at just the right time. This
system was a direct development of
horticultural seed production.

Until recently, most UK grown
wild flower seed originated from
collections in the South-east of
England and from imports. The
problem with imports are threefold,
the seed could be from non-native
plants, even if from native plants
the seed is obviously not of UK
origin and some seed could be an
agricultural cultivar such as birdsfoot
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